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m  edemede 
As s  b  takar chara ihe Chukwu okike ji ch  mmad  mma ma mee ya 

p r z  o kere eke d . Naan  mmad  na-ekwu okwu nwere ngh ta ma 
nwekwaa ike k wa z  ihe okike ndi z  na-eme. Agb r  d  iche iche jup wa taa nwere 
as s  ha, b  jir a, e nwere t t  agb r  na as s  d  iche iche e ji mara 
ha. As s  nd  a niile bachaara nd  na-as  ha uru mana at  : Yoruba, Hausa na Igbo 
kacha p n g g  nd  na-as  ha d  ukwuu kar a nd  z .  b  iji h  
maka agamnihu as s  at  nd  a ka e ji hiwe nnukwu l akw kw  a nke a kp r  The National 

 1992. Nch cha a gbadoro kw  
 i as s  nd  d   b  Na jir a t mad  Yoruba, Hausa na Igbo na-

ezik r  elu iji nyere obodo Na jir a aka ikwudobe na mba wa dum. A ga-agbaso 
usoro nk wa ji k wap ta isiokwu nch cha a nke  baakw kw  na aj j  n  
oka a ga-esi nweta nt nye uche ga- k wap ta isiokwu nch cha a otu o kwes r . f d  
nch p ta nch cha a ga-egosi na iji as s  Na jir a ezik r ta ozi nwere oke uru si na ya ap ta nke 
g nyere: d  ganihu na ezi nchekwaba nd . Nch cha a na-at  aro ka ndi 
obodo Na jir a nwee otu obi ka as s  any  ndi a b r  ihe ga-ejik ta any  n ,  b gh  itisa any . 
Na nch k ta, ka any  jisie ike tinye nt p ta nd  r  ka as s  any  ndi a nwee ike ikwudobe 
as s  ndi z  wa dum maka ezi nzik r ta ozi. 
 
Abstract 
Language is one of the greatest things given to mankind by God and this made humans to stand out 
from other creatures of the world. Humans alone has the gift to make sensible speech pattern and 
has the power to decipher different sounds made by other creature. All over the world, races, 
societies and ethnic groups have their languages which depicts as their mark of identity. Nigeria, 
our country, is faced with the problem of multilingualism and ethnicity. These languages are very 
significant to their users but three, out of the whole lot namely: Yoruba, Hausa and Igbo are 
nationally recognized, reason being that they are considered to have the greatest number of 
speakers and geographical location. The development and growth of these major three Nigerian 
Languages necessitated the establishment of The National Institute for Nigerian Languages, Aba 
in Abia State in 1992. This research therefore, examines the significant importance of using these 
Nigerian Languages with particular references to Yoruba, Hausa and Igbo (WAZOBIA) for 
effective communication strategies. Descriptive model of approach is adopted while collection of 
data is through library and oral interaction. Findings include that effective communication with 
Nigerian Languages has the tendency to ensure our togetherness, peaceful co-existence, unity, love, 
progress and security of life and property. We recommend that communicating with these Nigerian 
Languages should serve as a unifying factor and not to disintegrate us. In conclusion, all hands 
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must be on deck to salvage our Nigerian Languages for effective communication like their 
counterparts globally. 
 
1.0 Okwu mmalite 
As s  wa. Chukwu kere wa nyere naan  mmad  ikikere as s  inye 
an man  na ihe niile ndi z  o kere aha (Genesis, 2:19). Nzik r ta ozi ap gh  d   na 

m an man  ya mere Chukwu ji gosip takwa oke mkpa mmek r ta mmad  na ibe ya d  mere o ji 
kee nwany  tinyere nwoke ma nyekwa ha ikikere m  m m  jup ta z  d  etu a ka 
agb r  niile nke wa si m bawanye (Genesis, 1:28) Na mb , wa niile nwere otu as s  tupu 
Chukwu aghagbuo as s  niile nke wa n  nke mmad  mere agb r  niile jiri 
gbasas a. (Genesis, 11: 7-8). Nke a ap tagh  na Chukwu ach gh  ka m  mmad  na-an k r ta as s  
ha kama o mere ya iji gbochie aka ah  ha ch r  ma ya b  z , 
mgbe Jis s na-ar re nd  na-eso z  ya iwu ka ha n r  na Jerusalem ruo mgbe 
m  ns  dakwasara ha. Akw kw  ns  mekwara ka any  mata na mgbe m  ns  dakwasachara ha, 
nd  si mba na ebo d  iche iche nke wa malitekwara n  ihe ha na-ekwu nke gosiri na ebumnobi 
Chukwu okike na mbido b  m  mmad  ga-enwe as s  d  iche iche ma nke a agagh  ebute nkewa 

-an  ma na-ah takwa onwe ha mgbe ha na-ekwu okwu (Acts, 1:7-8).  b z  
g n  na- , Na jir a, taa?  
 
Na jir a b   wa taa nke nwere t t  agb r  na as s  d  iche iche e ji mara 
ha. E nwere mpaghara an  jir a: Ugwu, w waanyanw , d daanyanw  na Nd da ma 
nwekwa Steeti iri at  na isii tinyere isi obodo Na jir a d  z r nd r  

ch ch , e kewara obodo Na jir a z  isii b  nke a kp r  six geo- s  Bekee. Ha 
b  North-East, North-West, North-Central, South-East, South-West, na South-South ebe agb r  d  
iche iche na as s  bik tara n . Oge f d , a na-enwe ngh r  ndi iche 
as s  na ezi nchekwa nd . Ebe any   b  otu, d  n d  a, nke 
na-ata t t  isi nd  mmad  mgbe b la o selitere isi kwes r  
mma kar a gw gw cha a gbara kp r kp  b  isite na nk wa nt nye 
uche any  ga-ewep ta ebe a mara ka a ga- r  iji as s  Na jir a nd  a t mad  as s  
Yoruba, Hausa na Igbo kwalite usoro nzik r ta ozi. 
 
2.0 Nnyocha Ag mag  
Nzik r ta ozi, b  nke a na-ah ta d ka z  e si ezip  ozi, at nye uche, ezip ta echiche na igosip ta 
ka obi d  b  nd  bik tara n  b  ihe na aghagh  d  na nd  mmad . nw ka (2006) 
d ka e dep n r ta ozi bara maka nd gide na 
nkw sike nke ha d ka s  na, enwegh  nzik r ta ozi, p tara enwegh   iji 
kwado na nzik r ta ozi d   r  na agb r . 
E nwere z  nzik r ta ozi d  iche iche ma nke any  na-ekwu maka ya na nch cha a b  nke e kwuru 

n  ma b  nke e dere ede ka nd  z  g p ta. 
 

t t  nd   iche iche banyere as s  agb r  d  iche iche d  jir a na 
uru  bara ichekwa ha maka d nihu. Ebe ha b  as s  nne ji m  any  b r kwa nnatarachi nke nd  
nna nna any  ,  d gh  mma hap  ha ka ha fuo kama o kwes r  ka e nyefeekwa 

m  m  any  d ka njirimara any s  as s  ndi a ka e si echekwa omenala 
kp t r kp  any . 
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Onyekpere & Amad  (2013) na-ekwu na n d  j  as s  Igbo n  -ama njirimara 
r ta mmad   na as s  b  ihe e ji ewulite ma na-agbasa 

omenala na usoro obibi nd  nd . As s  kpa ah  b  nke nd  nwe ya na- r  kwa mgbe site 
s  n , g  akw kw  e ji ya dee na iji ya dee ihe banyere isiokwu d  iche iche. As s  d  

etu a ga na- nabata okwu h r  banyere mgbanwe nd  na ak r ngwa sayensi na 
nkan z . As s  Bekee, French na nd  z gas  tuuru ugo na nke a ma as s  Igbo ach tagh  aja kama 
any  aka ikwalite as s  nd  z  kar a. Ha r r  nd i Igbo ka ha jiri as s  ha kp r  ihe ma nye ya 

n d  ruru ya maka  b  njirimara na nkwudosi ike ha.  
 
Agbedo (2019) k jir a d ka obodo ihe e ji mara ya b  t t    agb r  
na as s . O dep n d  j  obodo inwe t t  as s  d ka o si met ta 
nhazi as s , agb r , z  okwe nd r nd r  ch ch , ak na ba, mmek r ta mmad  na ibe ya, mmepe 
ga-ad gide na ihe nd  a ga-emer la maka agamnihu nke obodo Na jir a. Nt nye uche dum dabara 
adaba ma b r r . Any  na-ah  na t t  mgbe ngh r gh ta na-ad  

r  na ibe ya b  maka nd iche d  s  na ibe ya. Nch
s  Na jir a nd  a na-ezik r ta ozi maka d  mma nke mmad  niile na 

agb r  niile d  jir a nke ga-eme ka mba wa h ta any  d ka nd  d   
 
3.0 Nzik r s  Na jir a: z  kacha mma iji chekwaba as s  Igbo na ogbo ya nd  

z . 
 b  eziokwu na t t  oge, any  na-as  na d   ike. z  ab r  na any  na-ad  

mgbasasa. Mana ab -ah  anya,  d ka ihe any  na-ekwu ab chagh  eziokwu. n  any  
na-ekwu ihe z , obi any  na-eche ihe z , ebe aka any  na-eme ihe z . Ked  ka obodo d  otu a, 
b  nke Chukwu ji ak na ba d  iche iche ch  mma ga- n d  j  d  otu a ma 
nwee agamnihu d ka mba wa ndi z ? Taa, enwela t t  ihe jik tara mba wa niile n  d ka 
az mah a, l r ta nwany mpi gba egwuregwu b l  nd  nwoke na nd  
nwany   iche iche, iji igwe k mputa ezip  ozi, ile onyonyo Tiivii nke satala t dishi e ji ah  
ihe na-eme na mba , iji igwe ekwe nt  na-ezip  ozi na mba 
oge na t t  ihe ndi z .  b r na any  na nd  mba z  any  na-as  as s  ha na-enwe ezi mmek r ta 
d  etu a, g n  b  nsogbu any  jir a, ebe any  b  otu? Iji as s  Na jir a ezik r ta ozi ga-
enyere any  aka ichekwaba ha ma b r na e tinye ihe nd  r : 
 
3.1. z lite nd  maara as s  Na jir a nd  a nke ma 
Nzik r s  Na jir a ga-ad  ire ma b r na a ga-az lite nd  maara nke ha riri nke ma 

s , g  na de as s  nd  a.  b kwa nd  d  etu a kwes r  ikuziri ma z p ta m akw kw  nd  z  
nwere mmas  m  as s  Na jir a ndi a. m akw kw  nd  a a ga-az p ta ga-ab zi nd  a ga-ezigas  

l akw kw  d  k  niile nke obodo Na jir a ka ha nwee ike ikuziri m aka nd  ga-
esi na nwata nwee mmas  m  as s  Na jir a d ka ha si site na nwata nwee mmas  ige, s , g  na 
ide as s  Bekee.  d kwa mkpa ikwu ebe a na g menti etiti ga-eme ka b r  iwu a ga-etinye 

r  na nwata akw kw  b la ga-enwe mmas  m  as s  Na jir l akw kw  
d  elu d ka K leji KEdukesh n , National Institute for Nigerian Languages, Aba na Mahadum 
Na jir a niile ebe a na-akuzi as s  Na jir a nd  a ga-ag  akw kw  z  d  otu a, n g g  
nd  ga-enwe mmas  m  as s  Na jir a ndi a ga-  mmas  m  as s  
Na jir a nd  a b  -echere ya aka mgba ma na-ad lakwa aka elekere az . A ga-
az p takwa nd  nkuzi b  nd  a ga-eziga mba ofesi ga k ziere m af  Na jir a b  nd  a m r  na 
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mba ofesi as s  nne nke agb r  ha si na ya p ta. Nke a p r  ime ka m  nd  Bekee sorokwa nwee 
mmas  m ta as su Na jir a d ka any  si am  nke ha. 
 
3.2 Iji as s  Na jir a ama kwa  
Nzik r ta ozi ab gh  naan  n , a na-edekwa ya ede. Ihe a na-ah kar  

z  mgbe a na-eme njem b  izi ozi nt ziaka e ji as s  Bekee dee ebe e nwere as s  Na jir a e 
nwere ike iji mee nke a. Ebe  b  na any  enwegh  otu as s  Na jir a kp mkwem onye b la na-
as , ka e were as s  at  a kacha p ta ihe b  Yoruba, Hausa na Igbo (WAZOB A) na-ezip  ozi a, 

b gh  naan  as s  z  d  etu a, as s  Na jir a ga- -eme ma nwee ugwu 
na ns p r  ruuru ha na mba wa. 
 
3.3 Iji as s  Na jir a ak wap ta ngwaah a e mep tara na Na jir a 
Nd  Na jir a na-enwe mmas   d  ukwuu t bata, ire na z r  ngwaah a e mere na mba z . 
Ngwaah a nd  a na-ebu nk wa banyere ka e si eri ma b  e ji ha eme ihe b kwa nke e ji as s  obodo 
mmep ta ha dee ma k s  Bekee mgbe f d . Nd  Na jir a nwekwara t t  ihe nd  
any  na-emep ta nke g nyere: gw , ihe oriri d  iche iche iche a na-ekechi na komkom ma b , 
ngwa r  na ngwa l  nakwa ihe nd  z  d  iche iche ha ji as s  Bekee ak wa ka e si ejikwa ha. 
G n  mere as s  Na jir a? O doro anya na  b  any  ji aka any  na-egbu as s  any  ma na-akwalite 
as s  Bekee. Nke a ap gh  ime ka any  b r  ndi Bekee. Ileghara as s  Na jir a anya na-ebute nleda 
anya nye obodo Na jir a d ka obodo enwegh  ugwu, ns p r  na nkwudosike.  na-ak kwa 
nkwenye any  na any  b  otu n . 
 
3.4 Iji as s  Na jir a akwalite nnabata omenala na-ebute d   

k wa nnabata omenala kwuru na k waokwu Webster k wara nnabata omenala 
d ka usoro mgbanwe omenala nke otu onye, tu ma b  nd  mmad  b  nara 

d d  omenala nd  z . Nd  nhazi NCCE h tara usoro nnabata omenala d ka ihe kwes r  r  
mere ha ji hiwe ngalaba at  b  ebe nd  na-am  banyere as s  Na jir a at  nd  a b  Hausa, Yoruba 
na Igbo d ka as s  nke ab  ha ga na-aga z z  maka nnabata omenala. Ha b : Federal College of 
Education, Kano maka as s  Hausa, National Institute for Nigerian Languages, Aba maka as s  
Igbo na Federal College of Education (Special), Oyo maka as s  z , l  r  
NTA mgbe f d  na-egosi omenala agb r  d  iche iche d  na Na jir a na Tiivii ka ndi mmad  lere 
anya, nwee obi t  ma m ta ihe nd  z  na-eme. k wa usoro omenala nd   mma 
ka nd  mba ofesi mara ihe nd  Na jir a na-ar p ta ma  ga-akacha mma iji as s  Na jir a k waa ya 
ka agb r  nd  z  nwee ike m takwa ya ma na-emep ta kwa ya iji gosi d   
 
3.5 Iji as s  Na jir a na-emep ta ejije na Channel DSTV at  nke ndi Hausa, Yoruba na Igbo  
Inwe a r  na obi t  b   aka ma gbat kwuo ya ka  d kwuo ogologo. 
Ejije nd  a a na-emep ta na Tiivii na-enye aka iji n r a oge ebe  b  na egwu nwa alala. Any  na-
esite na ha am ta t t  ihe na- wa taa, ma nke ma, ma nke j .  b  eziokwu na ha niile 
nd  Hausa, nd  Yoruba na nd  Igbo na-agbal  k wa ak k  ha na-ak r  any  s  Bekee ka o 
kwe any  ngh ta, any  na-eche na  ga-akacha mma imep ta ejije nd  ah  nwere nkuzi p r iche   

s  Na jir a at  ndi a b  Hausa, Yoruba na Igbo. Nke a p tara na ak k  ha b  otu ma e ji as s  
at  ndi a mep ta ha. z  d ka ya ab r  ikewap ta Channel DSTV z  b  ebe a ga na-emep ta ejije 
d  iche iche e ji as s  at  ndi a mee. A ga-enwe oge amawap tara maka igosi nke as s  b la. d  

s  Na jir a ga-ad   elu ma b r r . 



129 
 

 

NILAS Vol 4 No. 2  A Journal of The National Institute for Nigerian Languages, Aba 
 
 

3.6    G menti inye nkwado ha 
G menti nke Etiti, nke Steeti na nke Okpuru ch ch  ime obodo kwes r  r  r  
b  iweta ego. At mat  ndi a any  t p tara na nch cha ga-an  kw  a rekas a ma b r  na 
ndi g menti enyegh  ag maakw kw  z lite ndi nkuzi maka m  as s  Na jir a, 
amawap tagh  ego maka ime nch cha, etinyegh  ak r ngwa ndi na- m m  as s , na 
ime ka hanaeze mata at mat  m m  as s . G menti ga-ah  na ndi l  
nzuk  omeiwu ga-eji at mat  nhazi a kp r  ihe ma h p ta ndi nleba anya ma ihe ekwe na-ak . 
 
3.7 Ndi omep r onye d r , ndi Na jir a bi mba ofesi na ndi NGO 

r  iji as s  Na jir a ezik r ta ozi ab gh  ihe d r  naan  nd  g menti.  d r  ma esekere, 
ma idima. Ebe  b  na ha na-at na ba, nd r nd r  ch ch  na oke 
ruru onye, ha kwes s  Na jir a na-ezik r ta z  inye 
ego nkwado maka inye ag makw kw  m akw kw  ndi nwere mmas  m  as s  
Na jir l akw kw  d  elu, na inye ak r ngwa d  iche iche ga-enye aka maka m m  na nkuzi 

z  ga-ad  mfe ma nyeaka ngh ta. 
 
3.8 r  ndi nta ak k  
Ndi nta ak k  b  ndi z  r  ha d  oke mkpa h  na nzik r s  Na jir a ndi a d  ire. Ha 
ga- s  Na jir a ach  nta ak k  ta ma 
na-ag  ak k  wa na okwu na-eso ak k , ama kwa na k  egwu nchere oge d  iche iche. Ha ga 
na-emep takwa ejije nta d  iche iche ma na redio ma na Tiivii ga na-ar t  aka na mkpa  d  iji 
as s  Na jir a ndi a ezik r ta ozi na-esep gh  z  d  etu a, nwaf  Na jir a b la ga-ah  na 

 b gh z  ihe egwuregwu. 
 
4.0 Nt p ta aro 
1.     d  mkpa ikwalite iji as s  Na jir a na-ezik r l  ka m

m ta nke b  as s  nne maka nchekwa as s  na omenala ndi maka gb  d   
2.     d  s  Na jir a ndi a nke ma ka ndi 

nwere mmas  ikuzi ya m ta ha d ka o kwes r . 
3.   d  mkpa m akw kw  inwe mmas  g  ihe m m  banyere as s  Na jir a ndi a 

l akw kw  nd  d  elu d gas  . 
4.  Ndi g menti, ndi n  na- r onye d r , ndi n r  ube nwanne 

gbata, m nne any  ndi bi mba ofesi, ndi kankuzi na sayens  as s , na NINLAN, jisien  
z  kwes r  ekwes . 

5.  Ka iji as s  Na jir a ezik r ta ozi butere any  ganihu,  b gh  ntisa. 
 
4.1 Mmechi 
 Na nch cha a, any  anwaala oke any  ch p ta ihe nd  ga-enye aka kwalite m m  as s  Na jir a 

r  anya ya na mba wa dum. As s  b  njirimara mba b la.  b  ya ka e ji 
ezip ta omenala na d bendi. Na jir a bu otu. Nzik r s  any  ga-eweta d  n
udo, ganihuna ezi nchekwaba nd  na ak na ba. 
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