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edemede 
Mkpa as s  epum d  wa b  aja d   mb arach wa na nd  mgbasa 
ozi ma mgbe ha b ara mba Afr ka b  as lighi na agh talighi as s  nd  nwe obodo ha b ara. Nke 
a mere ha ji gbaa mb  niile ha nwere ike muta as s  nd  ha b ar
nnukwu aka ch kwa na t ghata nd  mmad gbaso kp r  nd  mb arach h ta 
mkpa na uru as s  ala any  bara, iwu na-ach kwa as s  ala any  kwuru na a ga-eji as s  nne 
ma b  nke ogbe kuziwere nd  taakara na nd  pra mar  l akw kw .Nch cha nke Fafunwa 
nke a kp r  mkwem na nwanta na aka agh s
ya kar s  mba z . Ka  d  taa, nch cha any  f d  l akwukw  taakara na 
pra mar  nd  d  ch ch  Um ah a North nke steeti Ab a gosiri na ma l akw kw
g menti ma nke nd  nk t  nwe, onweghi nke na- -ebute t gbu 
as s  na omenala Igbo, ar  na mp  ij p ganihu na enweghi nwanwa tote 

ihi enyefeghi as s  m  na m um  any  ha. Edemede a ga-
s  nne ak l akw kw  taakara na nke 

pra mar , gh ta na usoro a ga-agbaso iji kwalite iji as s  nne ma b  nke ogbe 
ak  akw kw  nd  a.  
 
The importance of language, especially mother tongue need not be over-emphasized. One of the 
greatest challenges faced by the colonial masters and the missionaries when they came to Africa 
was language barrier. This led to the extra effort made by the colonial masters and missionaries 
in learning the language of the host states/communities. This indeed aided them a lot in ruling and 
converting the people. In line with the emphasis on the importance of mother tongue (MT) or 
language of the immediate community (LIC) and the overall importance of the mother tongue over 
foreign languages, the Language Policy of the National Policy on Education stipulates that the 
child be taught in his/her mother tongue or language of the immediate community in the pre-
primary and lower primary schools. The Ife Six Year Primary Project confirms that a child 
understands better when taught in his/her mother tongue As it stands today, the research we are 
carrying out in some primary schools in Umuahia North Local Government of Abia State, neither 
the government schools nor the private owned schools adhere to the above policy. This leads to 
annihilation of our language and culture, abundant ills in the society, lack of progress and inter-
generational transfer of our language and culture. This paper x-rays the reasons for not adhering 
to the use of MT/LIC in the pre/primary schools, the negative influences on the society and proposes 
ways of encouraging the use of MT/LIC in the pre/primary schools. 
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1.0  Mmalite 
Obodo b la nwere as s  ala ha nke e jiri mara ha. As s  ha a na-ap -eme 
ma d kwa ezi mkpa. G s  b la.  b
nkea mere g menti etiti ala Na jiria jiri weputa ebumnauche ya maka ihe niile gbasara 
ag makw kw  .  zip takwara n d  as s  mam . Na nkea, g menti 

ma t  ya anabatala as s  ala any  ma nye nke b la n d  kwesiri ya. 
a. As s  a na-as  b  mba onye 
b. As s  a na-as  na gburugburu onye 
ch. As s  bekee 
d. As s  at  nd  ah  b  kaibe ha, b  nd  g menti h p tarala ka ha b r  as s  ala Na jiria niile 

(Hausa, Igbo na Yoruba). 
 
G mat  ag makw kw  na mm ta ya nke 1977 e bip tagh r la ugboro ugboro 
mara iwu na  b  as s  nne/ogbe ka a ga-eji na-ak l akw kw  taakara na nke pra mar
nta (pr  1-  b  as s  Igbo ka a ga-eji na-ak zi ihe niile e wep  as s  bekee nke a ga 
na-ak zi d  ka s bjekti. A ga-ab azi werezie nway  nway  webata iji bekee ak zi ihe na pra mar
ukwu (pri 3-6). Uru as s  wa niile gbaa gburugburu enweghi ngw cha. Ihe niile hiwere isi 

s . Ebe  b  na g menti amatala oke uru d  s  ala any  ma nye ntuziaka d  na-eji ya 
l  akw kw  taakara na nke pra mar  nta, g n  buteziri nleghara anya na ntuzi aka a 

g menti nyere? Edemede a ga- gh ta, 
uru mgbaso ya ga-ebutere any .  ga- ch p ta usoro a ga-agbaso iji kwalite iji as s
nne/ogbe ak l akw kw  nd a, nke ga-enye aka kwalite as s  na omenala Igbo. 
 
2.0 As s  - ihe  b  na uru  bara  
As s  b  z  mmad  na ibe ya si enwe mmek r ta.  b  as s  b  nnukwu ihe p tara ihe na nd iche 
mmad  na an man . Anagbogu, Mbah na Eme (2001.1) k wara as s  d  ka z  mmad  wep tara 
iji na-enwe mmek r ta, echiche, mmet ta, izip ta otu obi d  n
ma b  ederede. Nk wa ha a na-egosip ta mkpa as s  d  na uru  bara. Makinde (2006:1) h kwara 
as s  d  ka ugb  e ji ebu ak  na uche na obibi nd  nd  mmad . Onye b la d  nd  nwere as s  
na-as . Obodo b la ma bu mba b la nwere as s  e j  mara ha. f mata (2002:7) k wara as s
d  ka ihe na-eweta mmek r  na ibe ya, obodo na obodo, mba na mba.  b  as s
mmad  na-as  ka o si mata ihe gbara ya gburugburu nakwa wa   
 
2.1 Uru as s  bara 

 b  agh tagh  uru as s  bara kpatara t t  ji eleghara as s  ha anya. Uru as s  bara g nyere. 
e ji as s  enwe mmek r ta 
as s  b  njirimara 

 na-ezip ta uche mmad  
e ji ya ak zi ihe 
a na-esi na ya enweta mm ta 
e ji ya agwa haneze okwu 
e ji ya ebip ta akw kw  

 na-egosi omenala na nkwenye nd  
e ji ya enweta ganihu 

 na-eweta udo 
 na-eweta enyemaka 
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 na-akwalite nkan zu 
e ji ya agbalah  dachi 

 na-akwalite ak n ba. 
 
2.2 n d  as s  l  any  
As s  Igbo b  as s  ah  e ji mara nd  Igbo.  b  ya b  as s  mb  onye Igbo b la nwere, ma 
b r kwa as s  e j  az lite mmad  b la a kp r  nd  Igbo, ihe z  ga-esote ya 
ab r  as s  Igbo makana nd  Igbo b  as s  Igbo, as su Igbo ab r  nd  Igbo. Mana ka  d  taa, 

t t  nd  Igbo, kacha nd  nne na nna gbara h r , anagh  ekwe as r  m  ha Igbo nke ha ji ekwe 
onye z  s r  ha Igbo. Otu aka ah kwa,  l  ha j  m  ha aha ha, nne ha ga-ebu z  gwa 
g  na ha anagh  an  Igbo. Ihe z   ga-an  b  t t
nd  nne na nna na- l akw kw  m  ha ma d  onye nkuzi Igbo aka na nt  ka  hap  ik ziri 

m  ha Igbo. Ha na-echefu na as s  b  kw  omenala ji aga ije nke p tara na k ziri nwatak r
as s  Igbo b  k ziri ya ihe niile gbasara usoro obibi nd  na ihe niile gbara ya gburugburu. Nd
nne na-ach  l akw kw  na-anagh  as  na anagh kwa akuzi Igbo, tinye m  ha. d r  agwa a ga-
akp la az  at mat  g menti etiti gbasara iji as s  l akw kw  taakara na 
nke pra mar  ma t gbuokwa as s  na omenala Igbo. 
 
3.0   Aj j  nch cha 

Aj j  nd a ka any  gbadoro kw  were mee nch cha any : 
- G menti  na-ezite nd  r  ya b r  iji as s  nne ma b  nke 

ogbe ak l akw kw  taakara na nke pra mar ? 
- A na-eji naan  Igbo ak ziri nd  taakara na nd  pra mar  nta ihe? 
- A na-ak zi Igbo d  ka s mar ? 
- A na-eji Igbo ak zi s bjekti nd  z  taakara na pramar  nta? 
 

3.1 Nleghara anya iji as s  Igbo ak l  akw kw  taakara na nke pra mar  nta: 
nch p ta any . 

ch p ta ogo nleghara anya iji as s  Igbo ak l akw kw  taakara na nke pra mar  nta, 
l akw kw  praimar  di itoolu nd  n  okpuru ch ch  Umuah a North d  na steeti 

Ab a. At   nke nd  g  nke nd  nk t  nwe. Ha gunyere.
 
Nd  g menti nwe  
Amuzukwu primary school I 
Amuzukwu primary school II 

kw ta primary school 
 
Nd  nd  nk t  nwe 
Britarch Schools 
Living Word Magnet Schools 
Kingdom Heritage Model Schools 
Mayfair Academy 
We Care International Primary Schools 
Chid ad  Primary School 
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3.2 Aj j any l akw kw
 
Ul akw kw  nd  g menti nwe 

 Ee Mba  Mgbe f d  
G menti  na-ezita nd  ry ya ma maka ntinye r  ji as s  
nne/ogbe ak l akw kw  taakara na nke pra mar . 

   

O b  as s  Igbo ka e ji ak ziri nd  taakara na nd  pra mar  nta ihe.    

A na-akuzi Igbo d  ka s l akw kw  unu    
A na-eji Igbo ak zi s bjekti nd  z  taakara na pra mar  nta 

l akw kw  unu 
   

 
                    Ul akw kw  nd  nk t  nwe 

 Ee Mba  Mgbe f d  
G menti  na-ezita nd  ry ya ma maka ntinye r  ji as s  

nne/ogbe ak l akw kw  taakara na nke pra mar . 
   

O b  as s  Igbo ka e ji ak ziri nd  taakara na nd  pra mar  nta ihe.    

A na-akuzi Igbo d  ka s l akw kw  unu    
A na-eji Igbo ak zi s bjekti nd  z  taakara na pra mar  nta 

l akw kw  unu 
   

 
3.3 Ntule aj j  n  any  gbara 
Any  sonyetuchara l akw kw  nd  a mu  ihe iji mata kp kwem otu ha si ak zi ihe.  

gba nd  nkuzi aj j  n  ma nd  g menti  na-ezite nd  na-ab a eleba anya gbasara iji as s
nne/ogbe ak taakara na pra mar  nta, ha s r  na onwebeghi onye ha h r  b ara ud r
ije ah . loakw kw  nd  g menti nwe na-ak zi Igbo d  ka s taakara ruo na pra mar

bjekti nd  z , ha na-eji bekee ma were Igbo ak wa ufodu ihe ha na-akuzi. 
Edeghi ihe m m  nd  z  Igbo ma b  t ghar m m  nd a na nk wa 

r  t t  m  aka n  na klas  nd  ah  b cha nd  nne na nna ha ji as s
Igbo zulite. Nke a mere ka nkuzi na ngh ta d r  ma nwata akw kw  ch k ta
nch p ta any  l akw kw  nd  nk t  nwe, k zi Igbo d  ka s bjekti na-eme ndap ta. Taam b la 
ha nwetara onye nkuzi Igbo, umuaka am  Igbo taam ah , ya b  mar , ma na nkuzi Igbo 
anagh  eruru nd  nke taakara. z kwa, t t  m aka n  l akw kw  nd  nk t  nwe b  nd  nne 
na nna ha jiri bekee mu r  okwu. 
 
Naan  Chidiadi primary school b  nd  si na ha na-ak mar
kemgbe l akw kw  r  at mat  g menti gbasara iji as s
nne/agbe ak taakara na nke pra mar . l akw kw  nd  a kwuputakwara na 
onwebeghi nd  s  na ministri keedukeshion b arala j  ha ma b  ch r
at mat  g menti gbasara iji as s  nne/ogbe ak taakara ya na nke pra mar  nta. 
 
3.4 Nch p ta any  

ch k ta nch p ta any  niile n , g menti ejighi iwu ha mara maka iji as s  nne/ogbe ak zi ihe 
l akw kw  taakara na nke pra mar  nta kp r  ihe, ebe  na-enweghi otu ha si ach p ta ma e 

r  ka  b  etinyeghi ya. 
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Enweghi nd  nkuzi Igbo a z r  nke m m  nd  z  so akp nyere at mat  a kw . 
Ejighi as s  Igbo kp r   l akw kw  nd  nk ti nwe b  aka 
mgbe cheere at t t  nne na nna enyeghi m  ha z z  ha kwes

l  tupu ha ebido akw kw . 
 
4.0 gh m d  s  l akw kw  taakara na nke pra mar  nta. 
Nwadike (2002) s r  na okwesiri na onye b la b  onye Igbo ga na-agh ta ma na-as kwa as s
Igbo nke ma. Nd  b la nwere as s  ha b kwa nke ha na-agba mb  na-echekwa ka  ghara nw

 b la as s  ha nw r , anw  b  s  na omenala na-
agak r ta, ak zighiri nwata as s  l  l akw kw  ga-ebute nw
as s  na omen  ga-enyefe as s  
Kuziere nwata ihe mgbe  di na nwata o too gagh  echefu ya. 
 
Nwata ga-ab  b  as s  na omenala ya (enyeghi ya oz z  kwesiri inye 

l  a m r  ya tupu ya ebido gawa l akw kw ). s  na omenala 
Igbo, nkwalite nkan z  ga na-agba ny paa. Akuzighiri nwata as s  na omenala na-ebute enweghi 
ns p r , amaghi aka nr  na aka ekpe, ime ar  na mp , g  na mgba, ejighi ihe kp r  ihe na hap
omenala mewe omenaelu. Nwata a na-az gh  nke s  na omenala ya na-ab kar  ofeke.
Az mata aha ihe nd  n  b  gburugburu ya na-eme ka nkuzi na 
ngh l  akw kw . 
 

t t  mgbe nwata na-am tachebeghi l akw kw  e ji bekee akuziri ya ihe 
nke ga-eme ka as s  ya, omenala, ewumewu na ihe niile gbara ya gburugburu b r  ya b a. 
 
4.1 Uru d  s  nne/ogbe ak taakara na nke pra mar  nta 
a. Nwatak r  na-aka agh ta ihe ma e were as s  nne/ogbe kuziere ya ihe. Lee Ife Six Year Primary 

Project (ISYPP). 
b.  na-akwalite as s  na omenala 
ch. Nwata anagh  eme ihere j  aj j  na klas  
d.  na-akwakite nkan z  (lee China, Japan, Germany dgz). 
e.  na-eme ka nwata nweta ebe  d  kp t r kp  nka g g  na odide, nwepu, mgbak  na mm ba.
f.  na-eme ka nwata nwee g g  isi ichemi echiche ime. 
g.  na-eme ka nwata mata na nke m b  nke m, nke any  b  nke any , mana igwe b  ike. 
gb.  na-eme ka nwata mata na agwa nwe nd  a na-akpa akpa na nd  a na-as  as . 
gh.  na- wa na agbanwe agbanwe ma na-at ghar kwa at ghar . 
gw.  na-eme ka nwata mata nka d gas  icheiche na aka r  ga-enyere ya aka bie nd  ya. 
h.  na-eme ka nwata m ta ma nweta m m  nd  ga-enyere ya aka gakwuo 

makw kw . 
 
4.2  Nsogbu d  taakara na nke pra mar  nta. 

 Ngh tahie nd  mmadu kacha nd  nne na nna maka n d  as s  Igbo na ejighi ya kp r  ihe 
 Nkwenye t t  nne na nna na s r  m  ha bekee ga-aka eme ka ha m ta ihe n l akw kw
 Enweghi akw kw  Igbo a ga-eji akuzi ihe 
 Enwechagh  l akw kw . 
 K rikulum Igbo adabagh  l kw kw . 
 Inyochaghar  aka nka nkuzi 
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 k  nd  nkuzi Igbo  
 NINLAN ime ihe ha kwesiri ime 

 
5. Nt p ta aro 

 Nd  nne na nna, na-as r n  m  unu as s  Igbo. Selatan  s  na omenala nd  z .  
 G menti h  na l akw kw  ha na nke nd  nk t  nwe na-agbas  at mat  iji as s  nne/ogbe 

l akw kw  d  na-eziga nd  r  l akw kw  nd  a site n
 

  b gh  naan  iziga nd  mmad , ezigbo ntaramah h  ga-ad r  nd  na- mat  a. 
 Nd   odee ijisi ike dep ta ma bip ta akw kw  nd  a ga-eji ak zi am mam   
 G menti kwado tughar  s bjketi nd  z   
 hazi k rikulum ga- s  nne/ogbe akuzi ihe. 
 Nd  Igbo hap  ileda as s  na omenala ha anya. 
 machiri l akw kw  nd  nk t  nwe d  na-ata nwata akw kw  s r   Igbo ah h  
 NINLAN r  r  d r  s  na omenala ala anyi. 
 zup ta nd  taakara na pra mar  nta. 
 Nz ghar  nd  nkuzi Igbo enwebu. 
 haziri  nd  nkuzi Igbo gbak   
 Inye nd  nkuzi na m akw kw  mere nke ma ihe nrita 

 
6.   Nch k ta na mmechi 
Onye kp  nkata ya nk r ka, agbataobi ewere ya kpoo ihe. Nleghara as s  
nd  Igbo gh  nte ji kw  gbafuo onwe ya af . O bu oke na r  d r  nwaaf  Igbo b la ikwalite 
as s  na omenala Igbo, ka echi any  ka taa any  mma. G menti t r  ezigbo at mat  
ka e were as s  nne/ogbe ak l akw kw  taakara na nke pra mar  mana iwu ha enweghi 
isi ebe onweghi kp r  ha t r  a ga-eji tinye iwu ah  r
iwu ah  n  l akw kw  nd  nk t  nwe n . Nne na nna b  nd  nk zi mb  m aka 
nwere, ebe ezin l  b  l akw kw  mb  ha. O b  ihe gba anya mmiri na t t  nd  nne na nna 
anagh  ekwe as r  m  ha Igbo nke ha ji ekwe onye z  s r  ha, biazie tinyere g menti elezighi 
nd  nkuzi na l akw kw  ha anya nke mere t t  nne na nna ji etinye m  l akw kw  nd
nk t  nwe nd  na anagh  as  nke ha ji ak zi as s  Igbo, ebe  b  na onweghi onye na-aj  ha ase ihe 
ha na-eme, ihe ha na-ak zi ma b  otu ha si ak zi ya. Nd  nne na nna na g menti ileghara as s
na omenala Igbo ( l  mar ) anya ga-ebute t gbu as s  na omenala 
Igbo, ar , mp , enweghi s  na 

m  na m m  any  aka a n  l akw kw  taakara na nke 
pra mar  taa b kwan  ha b  olile anya any  echi. Ka any  niile (nne na nna, nd  nkuzi, g menti na 

d niihu, na m  na m m  any  ha ga-aj  any  ase ihe mere as s  na 
omenala ha. 
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